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 Lowell Area Historical Museum 
2022 Annual Museum Activity Report 

       Attendance Totals Child  Adult  
General Museum Admissions       330    33              297 
Fur Trade Interpretive Cabin  Open Houses    59      6     53 
      Totals  389    39   350 
  
Museum Tours –Schools      
1st Grade Tours Murray Lake      105     75    30 
2nd Grade Cherry Creek      122   109    13 
2nd Grade Alto        62     58      4 
2nd Grade Murray Lake     117     72    45 
         
      Totals   406    314   92  
  

In-School & Other Youth Programming      
Maple Syrup School Program            367    290    77 
Youth Summer Camp-River of Time       343        277    66 
3rd Grade Fur Trade         856    565  291 
3rd Grade Pioneer Farming        856    565  291  
3rd Grade Native American        856               565  291 
Grandma’s Trunk Alto          78      75      3 
Grandma’s Trunk Cherry Creek       130    125      5 
Grandma’s Trunk Murray Lake         78      75      3  
Immersion Program  3rd Grade (22 days)      512                 490    22 
       
      Totals     4,076 3,027           1,049 
 
Online Historic Content Programming 
Direct Email Posts        17,144                  17,144 
Facebook        204,680     204,680 
Website Views          6,481         6,481 
Oral History Interviews Online        1,260                    1,260 
      Totals   229,656     229,656   
  
 
Exhibits & Community Tours      
“Interpretive Board” - Lowell History   16,000            5,000           11,000 
     21 boards in Downtown Historic District    
Lowell Township Park Interpretive Cabin & Sign Boards  10,000            3,000  7,000 
Lowell Expo (25% of 5,000)       1,250    625     625 
Riverwalk Booth & History Scavenger Hunt (10% of 10,000)1,000    200     800  
      
      Totals   28,250  8,825           19,425 
      
      
      
   

~Continued on next page 



 

 

 
Activity      Total Attendance Child  Adult  
 

Public Programs & Workshops     
Maple Syrup Program at Wittenbach    200  100    100  
River of Time Youth Pageant     300    50    250 
Oakwood Cemetery Tour     30        30 
Madame LaFramboise Program    84     4      80 
Green Acres Talk      8          8 
Chestnuts on Riverwalk     300  100    200  
Volunteer Appreciation     40        40  
Michigan Museums Association Conference Presentation 52        52 
Speaker-Emma Cole      58        58 
Speaker-Fur Trade Archaelogy    50      1      49 
Spring Into the Past      22        22 
Pioneer Barn and booth Fallasburg Event   1000  400    600 
Summerfest on Showboat     100      100 
City Hall Presentation      25        25 
Vergennes Presentation     30        30 
Lowell Township Presentation    20        20 
Christmas Through Lowell     885  285                600 
 
      Totals          3,204  890 29%       2,264 71% 
      

       Total Physical Attendance          36,325 
              Total Number Reached through online programming: 229,656 
 

  
 
 
 
Donations Fully Accessioned in 2022 
   

 From 25 donors (97 artifacts) 
     

Education and Research Library added 6 books in 2022 
 This brings us to a total of 1723 books, in our E&R Library.  
 

Education and Research Objects added in 2022 
 0 objects   
       
 
 
Volunteer Acquisition Committee: Bev Anderson, Dale Kropf 
  with staff members Luanne Kaeb and Jeanne Straub  

 
 
 

Lowell Area Historical Museum 
2022 Annual Museum Activity Report - Continued 

~Continued on next page 



 

 

      

Community Service - Free Museum Admission      
First Thursday of Each Month for City Residents (12 days)  
Spring Into the Past-Region wide Museum Open Days (2 Days)  
   
     

 
 
Museum Volunteer Service -  3179.75 Hours  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special Exhibits, Interpretive Boards, Historic Downtown Walking Tour & Publications 
 
“Interpretive Board Project”- A four year project to install 21 interpretive boards throughout the historic 
downtown to highlight the unique history of our community. Funded through the generous support of The 
Lowell Area Community Fund, Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs, King Milling Company and 
the Lowell Rotary Club.   
 
“Lowell Township Park Project” A four year project to populate the Lowell Township Park with 16       
interpretive boards and a Fur Trade Interpretive cabin. The Cabin and the first four interpretive boards were 
opened and installed in 2019.  The second set of four boards were installed in 2020. The third set of four 
boards were installed in 2021. 
 
“The Fur Trade in Lowell” - Funded through the generous support of The Lowell Area Community Fund 
and Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs - Housed in the Special Exhibit Gallery of the Museum. 
  
“Downtown Historic Walking Tour Brochure” - Printing funded through the generous support of the 
LCTV Fund. - This self guided walking tour highlights unique historic information in the  historic downtown 
district.  Presenting the history of Lowell, one piece at a time. Released in 2011, reprinted in 2019 through 
the support of the Lowell Rotary Club.  
   
 

“Lowell” - Our newest publication of Lowell’s history - The book, entitled Lowell, is a part of the national  
Images of America series published by Arcadia Publishing.  The book features a wide variety of historic pho-
tographs of Lowell, some never before published.  The photographs were from the Museum’s archives and 
local residents. Released  July 2010. 
    
“Where the Rivers Meet - A Pictorial Journey through Historic Lowell, Michigan” - This  wonderful 160 
page book with over 280 fully captioned photographs depicting the history of our community, was published 
by the Museum to commemorate Lowell's 175th Anniversary. Released in 2007.  
 

“ABCs of Lowell History Volume I and Volume II” Two booklet series containing the ABCs of Lowell 
History Series that began during the covid pandemic as a method to connect the community to history.  
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Museum Galleries           
and                                      

Permanent    
Exhibits 



 

 

Early History Gallery 
 

Industry & Retailing Gallery 

Lowell’s  History      
Galleries 



 

 

“The Fur Trade in 
Lowell”  

Exhibit Gallery 
 

A look at the history of the  
fur trade in Lowell. 

Funded through the generous  
support of  the 

 

Lowell Area Community Fund  
and  

Michigan Council for Arts & 
Cultural Affairs 

and 
The Lowell Rotary Club 



 

 

 

 

Victorian Rooms 
&  

Gardens 

Parlor 

Dining Room  

Porch & Garden Area 

Parlor 



 

 

Special Exhibit: 
Building History: Robert & Ernest Graham  



 

 

Some of  the many  
Community  

Programs and Exhibits  
presented by the  

Lowell Area Historical 
Museum 

“Keeping History Alive” 



 

 

 
In the News 

2022 



 

 

 
 

Interpretive Board Project 
 

Historic Downtown Lowell 

 

South Broadway 
Street 

Union Block 

 

Waverly Hotel Block 

 

Lyon Block 

 

Museum  
Block 



 

 

 
 

Interpretive Board  
And Fur Trade Interpretive Cabin Project  

 
Lowell Township Park 



 

 

Summer Fest Fundraiser 
2022  

 
 

The 2022 Summer Fest Fundraiser was held on the 
new Lowell Showboat. Food and drinks from local 

restaurants, breweries and caterers were enjoyed in 
this beautiful setting.  



 

 

The “ABCs of Lowell History” weekly series explored a 
wide variety of topics in Lowell’s history.  

 
Begun in 2020 in response to the Covid-19 pandemic and    

subsequent closing of public programming, the series proved 
very popular. In 2021, the Museum continued this weekly      
series of historical articles into a third and fourth round.  

 
In 2022, the series was printed in a two volume booklet form.  



 

 

 

Along Main Street Series 
The Along Main Street Series debuted in 2022. It documents the history 
of buildings in the Historic District. The series is released by email and 
social media  weekly. It was also picked up by Lowell First Look and 

the Lowell Ledger weekly.  
 
 



 

 

Online Presence 

 Website www.lowellmuseum.org: 
The website was created to showcase the events, exhibits, resources and 
programs of the Lowell Area Historical Museum. Features include online 
signups for programs, online oral histories, a link to online local           
newspapers, a printable walking tour and expanding information on the 
museum and its programs.   

 

Direct Email: 
In order to communicate more effectively with our audience the Museum 

developed a direct email list. Using Mailchimp, a free service, we can now 

send information about upcoming events, exhibits, programs and other rel-

evant update directly to people identified as a part of our audience. We 

collected the emails from our members, local community members, 

schools, through signups at events and on our website, Facebook page 

and emails. Our list has currently grown to 616 people.  

 

Social Media: 

The Museum has social media sites dedicated to sharing Lowell area    

history and events hosted by the Museum.   

 

Facebook site with 2,195 followers  

 

 

Instagram site with 161 followers  

 

 

 

Twitter with 7 followers 

 



 

 

Programs for Students 

1st Grade Tours 



 

 

Keeping History Alive 

 
Maple Syrup Days 

2nd Grade 

Grandma’s Trunk  
In-School Program  

2nd grade 

“We look forward to this every year.    
It really brings history alive for the. 

  students.” 
 



 

 

Native American Lifeways, Pioneer 
Farming and Fur Trade  

Programs 3rd Grade 

Programs for Students 



 

 

Museum Immersion Program 
3rd Grade 

What do you get when you    
invite third graders to their    

local museum for two full days? 
You get excitement, learning,          
connections and ownership. 

 
The Program began in 2017 
with a pilot project with one 

class.    
  

In 2019 the Immersion Program 
expanded to all third grade     
classes in the Lowell Area 

School District.   
 

Students learn about local    
history and museums in this      

dynamic program.   

“I think it 

was the best 

time in a 

museum I 

ever had.” 

“I really love the 

Lowell Historical 

Museum. Thank 

you for letting us 

go places other 

people can hardly 

do. It was the   

coolest, funnest, 

and most    

breathtaking   

adventure in my 

life!” 

“I think the Lowell   

Museum is like the  

constitution, it is 

of the people,  

by the people and  

for the people.” 



 

 

Programs for Students 
Michigan History Days 

4th Grade  



 

 

Youth Summer Camp 
 
The Lowell Area Historical Museum offers a camp for area youth each summer.  
 
The 2022 Summer Camp was a pageant “The River of Time” that is put on every 
five years. Area youth learn about the early people of the Lowell area-Odawa, fur 
traders and pioneers. They take on a role of one of the people living here then and 
present their stories to the community audience on the last day. During the course of 
the week students build the sets, make their clothing and learn about early Lowell 
history.  



 

 

The Lowell Area Historical Museum 
Oral History program gained            
momentum with new committee 
members working to conduct new  
interviews and digitalize existing   
interviews.  
 
The oral histories were digitalized in 
2020/2021 to better preserve the 
content. They are now being shared 
on the Museum website along with 
new interviews as they are          
completed.  

Oral History Program 



 

 Public Speaker Program  

The Lowell Area Historical Museum presented four 
public speaker programs in 2022.  

 
March:           Emma Cole-Local Botantist 
April:             Archaeology of the Fur Trade-the Daniel      
     Marsac and Rix Robinson Sites 
September:    Oakwood Cemetery Tour 
October:    The Life of Magdelaine LaFramboise 
 
 



 

 

Lowell Area Historical Museum 

2022 Museum Demographics 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS      

  Number Percent   

Male  4 33%   

Female  8 67%   

Retired  7 58%   

Employed  5 42%   

City Resident  5 42%   

Township Resident  6 50%   

County Resident ________ 1 8%   

 Total 12    

      

MEMBERSHIP      

      

Individual  22 13%   

Family  124 73%   

Business  5 3%   

Patron  7 4%   

Donor   11 7%   

Total  169    

      

City of Lowell  56 37%   

Vergennes Township  30 19%   

Lowell Township  28 19%   

Other-Kent County   26 14%   

Other-Michigan  14 3%   

Out of State  15 8%   

 Total 169    

      

PROGRAMS, SCHOOL TOURS AND EXHIBITS    

Children  13,106    

Adults  22,830    

 Total 35,936    

      

MUSEUM ADDMISSION-General, no program   

Children  39    

Adults  350    

 Total 389    

ONLINE CONTENT Total 229,656    

TOTAL NUMBER OF VISITORS AND PARTICIPANTS  265,981 

      



 

 

Lowell Area Historical Museum 

Profit & Loss Budget 2022 

 
Income 
 Admissions    $      570.00 
 Contributions    $   6,070.00 
 Facility Rental    $      650.00 
 Fund Drive    $ 18,890.00 
 Fund Raising    $ 12,640.00 
 Grants     $ 49,370.00 
 Interest                $          5.00  
 Investment Dividends, Gains/Loss  $          0.00  
 Membership Dues   $   5,450.00 
 Memorial Contributions   $      620.00 
 Property Tax    $ 25,470.00 
 Sales     $  16,620.00 
 
Total Income                  $    136,355 
 
 

Expenses 
   Building Repair    $      530.00 
   Computer/Tech Repair   $   2,590.00 
 Credit Card Fees    $      970.00 
 Dues & Subscriptions   $      300.00 
 Exhibit Expense    $   1,850.00 
 Insurance    $   2,610.00 
 Licenses & Permits   $      650.00 
 Marketing Expense   $      820.00 
 Misc. Expense    $        30.00 
 Office/Equipment/Software  $   3,080.00 
  
 Payroll Expense 
   Fees stipends & speakers   $      400.00 
   Contract labor    $      200.00 
   Contract labor-Immersion program staff $   2,850.00 
   Wage taxes    $   4,840.00 
   Payroll Expense (3 part-time staff)  $ 62,630.00 
 
 Postage & Delivery   $   1,300.00 
 Professional Fees    $      300.00 
 Rent     $   3,600.00 
 Sales Tax    $      310.00 
 Staff Development   $   2,070.00 
 
 Supplies 
   Curatorial Supplies   $      240.00 
   Educational     $      810.00 
   Events     $ 10,700.00 
          Gift Shop    $ 13,800.00 
   Office     $   1,960.00 
  
 Utilities 
   Security System    $      460.00 
   Telephone/Internet   $   1,380.00 
   Web hosting    $      600.00 
 
Total Expense                   $   121,880 



 

 


